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What Will Happen To Us? 
 
The question went through my mind as I hiked with my wife on a rainy day in Switzerland’s Emmen Valley region. 
In 1896, the Swedish chemist Svante Arrhenius pointed out that burning coal and kerosene could lead to global 
warming. According to NASA, since the measurement of global temperatures began in 1880, 18 of the 19 hottest 
years have been measured in the past two decades. Most of the carbon that humans have spewed into the 
atmosphere has been emitted in the past 30 years.  
 
David Wallace-Wells, the author of The Uninhabitable Earth, begins his latest book with, “It is worse, much worse than 
we think.” Day by day, we knowingly destroy what we require to survive. In the words of Wallace-Wells, “We have 
done as much damage to the fate of the planet and its ability to sustain human life and civilization since Al Gore 
published his first book on the climate than in all the centuries—all the millenniums—that came before.”  
 
You don’t have to be a scientist to realize that we have reached a critical point in history. It is more than doubtful 
that the “well below two-degree Celsius global warming target” established by the 2016 Paris Climate Agreement 
can be met.  
 
There are about 215,000 glaciers worldwide, excluding those in the Arctic and Antarctic. As a result of global 
warming, they are shrinking much more than previously assumed, according to a research team from the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Technology ETH Zurich. In Dahr Jamail’s latest book, The End of Ice, he says, “The frenetic pace 
of contemporary life is having a devastating impact on the planet. Humans have transformed more than half the ice-
free land on Earth. We have changed the composition of the atmosphere and the chemistry of the oceans from 
which we came.”  
 
The scientific study “Methane Hydrate: Killer Cause of Earth’s Greatest Mass Extinction,” published in Palaeoworld 
Journal in December 2018, issued a dire warning: “The subsea permafrost in the Arctic is thawing, and we could 
experience of previously trapped gas at any moment, causing the equivalent of several times the total amount of 
CO2 humans have emitted to be released into the atmosphere.” The results would be catastrophic. 
 
For the New York Times, 2018 was “The Year of the Climate Change.” It noted, “Heat waves killed people in 
Montreal, Karachi, Tokyo and elsewhere. Extreme rain battered North Carolina and the Indian state of Kerala. 
The Horn of Africa suffered from drought. Large swaths of the American West burned. In Portland, Ore., this 
summer, the air quality—from nearby wildfires—was among the worst in the world. It would have been healthier to 
be breathing outdoors in Beijing or Mumbai.” 
 
The author of the book Losing Earth, Nathaniel Rich, makes clear that “climate change is a crime, a thing that bad 
people knowingly made worse for their personal gain.” To avoid the most terrible possible version of our future, we 
have to stay positive, argues David Wallace-Wells: “We have all the tools we need, to stop it all: a carbon tax and the 
political apparatus to aggressively phase out dirty energy, a new approach to agricultural practices and a shift away 
from beef and dairy in the global diet; and public investment in green energy and carbon capture.” 
 
I compare the situation today with the first (and only) crossing of the Atlantic Ocean by the RMS Titanic in 1912, a 
few miles away from an iceberg whose size could not be foreseen. The captain, convinced of the unsinkability of the 



Titanic, is not a human being but a world intoxicated by a mixture of populism, false information, lies, stupidity, and 
special interests—a dangerous cocktail that does not inspire confidence in the future. 
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